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second half, diseases due to this agent are also covered in many of the chapters, in-
cluding those on "Epiditymitis and Prostatitis," "Urethritis," "Pelvic Inflammatory
Disease: Epidemiology, Diagnosis, Clinical Manifestations and Sequelae," and
others. Other special chapters include a key chapter on the epidemiologic aspects of
infertility, relating them to STDs, and two chapters on the laboratory diagnosis of
STD.
In general, the chapters are authoritatively written, concise, but not exhaustive.
Each of the topics is covered in more detail in widely available general infectious
diseases texts. A few STDs are given surprisingly short coverage. The chapter on
hepatitis B is only seven pages, and group B Streptococcus is barely mentioned.
Another failing is that most chapters are out ofdate, with the latest references being
1980 publications. I cannot recommend this book for purchase by primary care
practitioners or even specialists in STD clinics because there are more general texts
which offer more practical information. This is a state-of-the-art summary circa
1980, aimed more at the student ofpublic health or medical policy. I recommend it
for the libraries of medical schools, schools of public health, and health depart-
ments. I think that it can be used as an effective teaching resource for courses in the
epidemiology of infectious diseases, international health problems, and health con-
trol policy. Anyone preparing a talk on the breadth of the problem of STDs would
be encouraged to stop here first. Perhaps the major impetus and intended use for
this volume is political: to document the need for further study and control of the
"other" STDs and to obtain funds which are now channeled more exclusively into
gonorrhea and syphilis.
ROBERT S. BALTIMORE
Department ofPediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
OXFORDREVIEWS OF REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY. VOLUME 4: 1982. Edited by C.A. Finn.
New York, Oxford University Press, 1983. 332 pp. No price.
C.A. Finn is to be commended for the excellent fourth volume of his Oxford
Reviews of Reproductive Biology. By his own admission there is no "common
theme" that connects these diverse articles, but each represents a significant state-
ment of each person's individual work and major contribution to the field of repro-
ductive biology. The text is well edited and there is a homogeneity of style, even
though each contribution is quite different.
Milligan's chapter "Induced Ovulations in Mammals" is a fascinating piece. Thor-
oughly researched and precisely written, it lays to rest at least for the time being a
conception that women are reflex ovulators. Forsyth's chapter "Growth and Differ-
entiation of the Mammary Gland" is well balanced in covering the evolution, com-
parative anatomy, development, and hormonal control ofthe breast. Clarke's chap-
ter on "Prenatal Sexual Development" is a state-of-the-art contribution; HY antigen
is thoroughly and critically discussed, as is differentiation of the internal and ex-
ternal genitalia. Holt's chapter on "Functional Development of Mammalian Sperm
Plasma Membrane" is an esoteric subject handled with clarity and made interesting
even to the reader with the most casual interest in reproduction. A discussion ofthe
"Hormonal Regulation of the Leydig Cell" by Sharpe is encyclopedic in its scope,
with over 400 references.
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ter "The Development of In Vitro Fertilization from Laboratory Animals to Hu-
mans," by M.C. Chang, the pioneer in the field, is very interesting from both its
historical standpoint and the fact that it is a fine dissertation on comparative repro-
ductive physiology. It points out pertinent applications of animal and laboratory
work to human work. The chapter by Lopata and Wood entitled "In Vitro Fertiliza-
tion and Embryo Transfer: Its Clinical Application," even though written two years
ago, adds a practical reproductive biologic understanding to this clinically available
tool.
Although the book is aimed primarily at readers with a specific and concentrated
interest in reproductive biology, portions ofit would be interesting to any student of
biology. It is an excellent contribution to the literature and a pleasure to read.
ALAN H. DECHERNEY
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Yale University School ofMedicine
PHYSIOLOGY OF ADRENOCORTICAL SECRETION. FRONTIERS OF HORMONE RESEARCH.
Volume 11. By Tatuzi Suzuki. Basel, Switzerland, S. Karger AG, 1983. 215 pp.
$79.25.
In Physiology ofAdrenocortical Secretion, Suzuki extensively reviews the litera-
ture pertaining to corticosteroid secretion in a presentation suffering from an awk-
ward prose style and the absence of integrative discussions or summaries.
This volume succeeds in delineating the regulation of steroid-producing systems
at many levels. Suzuki brings together data concerning the role of environmental
stressors, as well as surgical and pharmacologic interventions which elucidate the
role of brain nuclei and neurotransmitter systems important to the release of CRH,
ACTH, and, ultimately, corticosteroids. He also discusses the regulation of cir-
cadian rhythms in this system.
Yet the book often reads like a shopping list rather than a discussion. Thoughtful
discussions or summaries were noticeably absent in a number ofareas, such as in his
discussion of the effects of reserpine on this system, or when describing direct and
indirect methods of assessing adrenal steroid secretion.
The brevity of this volume, 138 pages of text, combined with the scope of litera-
ture reviewed, almost 900 references, suggest that researchers acquainted with this
field will find this a useful reference text. Yet, physicians interested in the physio-
logic basis of the dexamethasone suppression test or regulation of steroid levels in
response to stress and trauma may find the cumbersome prose and lack of integra-
tion daunting.
JOHN HARRISON KRYSTAL
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
CULTURE OF ANIMAL CELLS: A MANUAL OF BASIC TECHNIQUE. By R. Ian Freshney.
New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1983. 295 pp. $49.50.
It is now over 75 years since Harrison described the characteristics of frog nerve
in vitro [Proc Soc Exp Biol Med 4: 140-143, 1907]; since then, tissue culture (as the
field began), or cell culture, has continually increased in importance. Tissue culture
offers the advantages of controlling the physiological conditions and the physio-